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Jro m the [ ditor"s e ha,r 
COLLECTORS CO!!VERSE IN CEYD:L Once aga in t ha t P.appy Wander er, Al an 
Stewart , has ciet a fel low collector f ar away from home. Lis ten to 
t his i n a lett er fr o~ A.C.11. de Soysa of Colombo t o Ben Whit e r. 

11! have a piece of ne·.1s which I arn sure will in terest you . Pl ease 
pass on to Herbert Leckenby . On Sunday eve nill!'., 11t h flarc h , I got 
a t eleph one ca ll fro u Alan Stewart who was pas sing through Col ombo. 
He was leavi ng at midnight on the Monday . 
As we had arranged t o have an evening party at our home the next day 
I sskc d Alan to come al ong. He arrived sha rp on ti me wit h a friend. 
It was thrilli ng t o meet a f ell ow old boy for t he first t ime in th e 
fl esh and we had a wonder ful evening, alth ough I would have preferred 
a quie t er one f or & long jaw with iUllll . ~fews got about at the party 
and, as a resul t, I am contac ti n,e two gi rl s who are lik el y t o join 
the O. B . .B.C. , ha·Jing bee!'l Bur.ter fans f or years . " 

Great work! Whither nex t , Al o.""? 
* *' h~ -J, * if-*** * 

EXJITr-:-;:,,_:,:is AG_p)., . As will be seen from the l!ers eyside Club r eport 
an exhi o iion of old boys ' books was on show at the llootl e Art Gall ery 
f or se ·,c rtl days in April . Judgi ng by a l engt hy and exce ll ent report 
in the Liverpool 11Dai ly Post " it was a big succ ess . The re port was 
headed "School boy Liter atur e on Show and They Still Pl ump for ;Jilly 
Bunt er in Bootl e ". It went on to say: 

"Are the exploits of Billy Bunter and Arthur Augustus D' Arey t oo 
pedestrian f or t he youti 1 of the modern space travel age? Officials 
of Boot l e Art Gall ery, where tho experiment of an Old Boys llook Clu b 
exhib iti on is now being stage d, are gratifi ed to find that the 
answer is Ho. 
Moreover, tho schools of the borough arc s til l on holiday so that 
th e steady stream of young visitor s who val! : in of thoir own vo l itio n , 
instead of in organi sl)d school groups, if proof that Greyf riara and 
St . Jim's remain ii:mnor tal, despit e t ilo rivalry of Davy Crocke tt. But 
it was not el l Bunter & Co. ; by no means. There was an impressive 
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disploy of scoroz of boys ' weekli es of all typee going back 50 ycors 
and more . 11 

A noti ce was. dj.spl~ ed by thi s en t erpri sing Club of ours; • If these 
per i odica l s arouse nos t e.lgi c memor ies we i.til l have achieved our 
obje ct . " 

Nice work, Merseys i de. 

il"llAT' S IN A 1WIE? It would appea r that sever al l oya l Leeites could 
not resis t t he tC!llpU.tion of r.n inv estmen t ori a quadruped \tl, i ch ran 
in n. ccr t r ... in even t nt Aintr cc re cently . Owi ng to th e fact tha t tha 
anima l ran more quickly nnd w~s not .'.lS unlucky as others in the rac e 
the spec ul ators were more successful t lian Cutts , Loder & Co. usually 
are . 

TI!DElC VOL. 2 . I have b..>cr, asked when I rui; going to publish this . 
We~: 1 .:. t ' s a l ong ti...i.ie since Rog3r J enkins 1e::.ndl y compil ed t ho 
det !..:.ls, and I tmd hoped t o havo produced i t before this . To be 
f i~o.nk, the problem i s t he cos t and tho situatio n is now ca.de worse 
becaus e in June \o'C shall be faced wi th the incrcaae in posta eo . Evc:1 
so, I don ' t want to increase t ho cost of th a mag. and I shall avoi d 
it if a t all possible. 
The best way out , I think, is t o i.,c l ude th ~ index with th e June i ssue 
and ap w al to you to send no a f e;" cop pers in st8Il'!ps to cov er the 
cost on this parti cular occasio n . I f e el sure you 1,ill back cic up . 

* ............ * ****** 
THE 'a:l\'Tli IJ~:UJ,J,.. I had a l ett e r froc 1 Gcof. Hockley that bre e zy 
lrcw Zcol and c-r the oth er day I in which 1 aft er saying so!'l:o nic e thirl83 
about the /umual, vent on: 

"So th e n~xt Annual will be th o 10t h . Let ' s a ll pitch in and make 
it a super-duper! I ' d love to have t he privilege of making a 
modest contri but io n if you cen fi nd room for it. Iny,ra y . I 'm going 
t o ge t busy in t he fairly near f utur e , on the assumptio::i tha t you'll 
be abl e t o! And I ' ve just abou t dec id ed th at an a rti cle on Captain 
F. H. Shau ' s wonderful war and adv:mw.rc se ri a l s in "Ch~ ' s " might 
have a chance of being well r cct:i vC' 1 . 11 

\'fell, needless t o say ~I '1-iav'~ -cold. Geof. to ' ge t cracking 1 • His 
Pet er Flint and S. Ua.L'Cey art icles we re winners and I am sur e he c an 
ll!Bko a treb l e of i t . 

And now I hope more of you are preparing to 'pi t ch L'11 as Geof . 
put s it. We' ve r oached the mOI'lj' month of May, you know. And, oh 
by tho w:ay, it rill be a merrier one for me if tb o<ie seven subs stiJl 
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outs tan ding for t he l ast one coi,e in before we pass in t o 
Glori ous June, 

Yours sinceroly, 
l!ERJ!ERT W:KElll!Y . 

EL~J(J;0V/J 
Conducted by JOSEP"t!INE PACKl!AN. 

27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich 1 London , s .;;:.22. 

Fi r st of all I have an apology to m!lke. Owing to misunderstand 
ing my informant on the telephone, I inlldve r tantly stated that the 
editor of the S . B. Lib. died l as t year . Wt.at ~ have been said 
was that he retired last year . Sorry about this mistake or. rey part ! 

Owing to re asons of space I £J:1 altering t he order in 11hich the 
main Bl akiana fe atures will appear in the next few issues. They wi ll, 
however , be the titles as stated last month. 

I have ncm received the orticles from Victor Colby and Eric Copeman 
(both Ai.stral i ans). The fomer ' s article i s entitled "l'lal l 'c Derned" . 
Mr. Cope!llllll' s shorter article appea rs in t his issue together with 
'.talter Webb's "'rlho Was Ledy i:011:/!". Jos i e Packman. 

WHO il/iS IJJJ; .:OLLY? 
by \/alter lfcbb 

To t he Sexton Blake ent:msiast whose renca .. ,e of the faoous 
charact er has been cor fine d t o the pages of the "Union Jock •, "Sext on 
Blake Library " and "Detective Weekly" the nacc of Lady !larjorie !'.rucwell 
i s not likely to reviv e any di stant memories . A pr oduct of the 
Edwardian era , Lody l·iolly \<as not of the usual trend of heroines of that 
period - she .ra3 no "tircid , shrinking violet whose femini ne heart beat 
fl uttering l y under t he battery of admiring male eyes , or failed her al
t oget her et the merest sign of dall8"r from the vi ll ai n whose objec t it 
was to rill her o.t any cost . On the contrary, she was a most al oof 
young woman and, according to the auth or who r elate d t he stories feat lll'
ing her exploits in the "Penny Pic t or ial" between t he years 1900-9 , a 
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proud and haughty one as ..-ell . Asser tiv e to the point of dominance , 

she ,ms hardly an endenring sort of person, and it is a mat tor of some 
sur prise that Blake, whose strength of char acter and f orce of will i s 

a b:,word, should have allowed r.imself to succumb so tamel y to her im

perious coa:iands . Eowcvur, t his oiay b2 explained by the fact that in 

the short stories in th e "Picto rfol" he wes a younger and l oss mature 
Bl ake than whon f e&tured in t he l nr gcr tol es in the "Union J ack" snd 

for that reason was more susceptible to the wil es and chnrms of the 
opposite sex. Be that as it may, an invitation to tea fr or., the lady, 

as in "The Case of the Jhi.te Sa.ti,n Dress", wru, tantamount to a cOlr.mlltLd, 

and it was core than Blake dare do to refuse . 
Daughter of a rich man, and being under no obligation to work for 

her living , Lady liolly found idl eness so irksome to her restless and 

impetuous nature that she decided to follow in tho footste ps of the man 

she so secretly adci.rod , who was even then becoming femous in tt.e 
profession ho had decided upon - Sexton Blake . 

A l ady det ecti ve was soce thi ng of a novelty in thos e days , but if 

they made any sor t of imprcs~ion it wes not stron g enough to prompt the 

editor of the "Unuon Jack " to tcai:, Blake up with one . Anyway, no 
reader ' s l etter reproduced in the pages of that paper appeared to 
favour th e introduction of such a character so it may be acce pted that 

such a move 11ould not havo had univ ersal acclamation. 
Lady !lolly made her debut , as for as I can trace, in No. 488 of 

the "Penny Pictorial", dated 3 October 1900, in a story called "Tho Two 

l!'s", and was described th erein as "Sexton Blake's understudy ". Sho 

was featured so procinently that Blake hicsclf uas almost crowded out . 

In fact, it was only in the last column that th o detectiv e put in an 

appearance , fortunat ely for Lady "'olly, who, having fallen into the 
clutc hes of anarchi3ts , wns ooing tortured by th em for the purpose of 

extracting fro m he r inforcativn 11hich would hav.:, :,,.,'On invaluable f or 

the furtheranc e of their plans . 
Of th o sto ries - littl e more than hnlf-o - dozcn in number - littl e 

enthusiasm can be felt , fo r their quality was but mediocro, and to 
besto" any sort of praise ot &11 one hos to turn to t he illw,trations , 

vhich were odmitkdly vory well dono by th e lat e R.J . Macdonru.d. The 

fomous "Gom" artist was rcsponsi bk for the bulk of th e drawings to the 

Blake stories in the "Penny Pictorial", his ploco being fill ed by J , 

Louis Sl!lytho on the occasions of his rare non-appearanc es . Smythe, 

vhoso work adorned th e pages of film comic weekli es such as "Film Fun" 

c.nd "Kinema Comic" , t:m0ngst othe r woll -knovn juvenile Jl<'riodicsls, was 

~ verv pleasine: as xe11 ca a moat able deputy ond hetv@n thesC two 
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o.rtists of contra sting sty l os thorc was roally littl e to choose . 

So much then for Ledy Mo~J.y Maxwoll, who, having faile d to mako 
the grade, needs cust go on r ecord as being another assistant of the 
famous a:an of Baker Street - then i!i practis e at Norfolk Stre et - tho 
only differe nce in her case, aper t from her sex , being in the fact that 
wher eas Tinker, 'ie-wee end \iallace Lorrimore, Topper and Barry were 
paid for their servic es , her l adyship gave hers voluntary . Her reason 
f or t eaming with Blake was never made clear, but r eading between the 
l ines one caco to feel that she was ever sec ret ly anticipeting th e fac t 
that Blake would one day ask her to be his life partner . 

But, as hist ory has told us, Bl ake was cont ent to be wedded only to 
hi s chosen profe ss ion, much to tile heartfe l t r egre t of a certain 
beautif ul but l onely red -·l>.aired girl from BingaboJ18, in far - of f 
Australi a , 11!:10 would wilii r.,.ly hove sac rific ed hor conDiderabl e riches 
to have been mat~d t o th o fir::,, strong, yet kindly lllWl to whoo nhe so 
complet ely lo s t her heart . 

A HOLI.lAY WITH SEXTO!I BLAKE 
by E. V. Copeman 

'ie cace home fro i:, our &Mual holidays a week ago. 'ic went t o 
the seaside, ey wife , my Slllall son and Ill,YSOlf - but i!l!Jtead of wr.n 
sunny days on t he beach we saw grey ski es , turbulent seas and a Bunte ~ 
lik e quot a of RAIN. But we ' r e not cooplaining , beaaus e we took a 
fri end w:i th us . 

T:10 name of tho fri end: SEXTON BIJ~{E. 
Yes, even young Rob,)rt (aged Jt) kno·,s &lxt on Blake and can pick 

him out on the covers of t he S.B. L. At th e end of our holidays ho 
could tell us without hesi tation cx,.c tly whic h Bl akes out of our 
'holiday batch" both Mummy and Daddy !led read. 

We decide d t o be up-to-da te an~ se e what Bl ake was doin,: l a t e ly 
so we took all the 1955 cas e- books with us for our "spare t ime". lie 
didn ' t expect t o have quite as much spore t ime as we did , so :it was 
as well wo were prepared. A new bedsid o r eading -lamp in our holiday 
flat helped things along too . 

I began with MURDZR Ill THE AIR by John Hunter and found it bri sk 
and well -writt en and I fancy i t contains thr ee of the best -d esc ribed 
fi ghts I remember :in any of th e S .B.L. •s . Then I t ackl ed THE CASE OF 
THE mP.BIDDEll ISLAND by I/alter Tyrer . Usuall y I enjoy Tyrer but thi s 
one was a r eal flop and :it yas as much as I coul d do to read :it • I 
fanc ied :it had been writ t en ages ago f or a boy• s paper and thon altered 
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t o inc lud o Blake and Tinker . Def inite l y much ado about nothing and 
I couldn' t ge t i nterestod, To Jllllkc up fo r it I next tac kl ed a "r i ng--
in " f rom 1954, THE SEX:P.El' OF THE ilOROCCAN BAZAAR, which was Anthony 
Parsons at his best. Follow ed again wit h th o most rocent Parsons 
ef fort for 1955, THE CASE OF THE FiUGlfl'El!ED MAN, and was vory in t r igued 
at tho detail of Tink er's prison experiences (a l ot of thought given 
t o t ha t ), and enjoyed bri e f int erludes with Venner and Belford . Next 
was ii . Howard Bakor 's THE !WI \-1!!0 KNEW TOO MUC!i, which was a bi g im-
prove ment on th e flirty, fl ashy Bl ake of WITHOUT \/ARNING. I like 
!lake r ' s sty l e , so long as he kccpa Blok e to charact er and doesn ' t have 
tbroo women flinging thornselv co at him i n each book . But who told him 
poor ol d Coutts still wore o unifonn (Pngc 20) and that he was thin and 
bold - headed (Pngc 46)? Sc bock to A."lthony Pnr sons agnin for Tl!E TRAIL 
OF THE !ffilSING SCIEllTIST ,·hich was good st uff and quick ( even t hough 
Parkcr •n "sto l on" cover wosn't in t !1c story nnd Pedro , as usual, not 
mentioned, though i n th e illustr a tion) . From Parsons over to John 
Dnmnond for n very compet ent job on THE TZDDY-BOY MYSTERY, th en ac ross 
to Pnrsons agr.in for Tl!E CASZ OF THE INDlful \'(ATCHER, another excell ent 
story. Then to Rex Hnroingc for THE J!lcl \/IT!! FIVE EIIEl-il .S -.hich I 
completed while we cxporic nccd one of th e most torre ntial downpours 
we' ve ever Md in this a.roe. 

Mcnnwhilc , ey wif e re nd two IT.:-son:; cas e- books in a row, THE S~RE'T 
OF Tl!E ROMA!i TD'IPIE and 1'P.E C.1Sl: OF TIG MGHTENED 1".JI, t hen tri ed 
Ho~ard Baker ' s WITHOUT \IARIITNG snd r cti, med hurri edly to Pnrsons for THE 
CilSE OF Tl!E SIX O' CLOCK SCREiu'. and fini $' . ' <i ·,p with Rox Rardingo's 1954 
yarn, Tl!E VOYAGE OF ffi\R. 

Lcgiticat o adul t novels <>Swell du::-:n g our holidays? Sur o . 
Four novels by good old ex- Blake/ ex-,1.L.!. . write r EIJIIY SEARLES BROOl<S, 
two in his role of Vic t or Gn."'lll and two as Berkeloy Gray. We 've dis
covered E. S . B. is now a split personality. My wife favours Victor Gunn, 
but giv o me Berkeley Gray every tim e ! (But why oh why doesn ' t he write 
just one Blake now ond th en? It would be a treat because ho hasn't l ost 
bis punch and you can' t put him down) . 

And as fo r young Robert , he had his favourite Blnke yarns too, 
MURDER IN THE AIR (becsuw it has on aeroplane on the cover), THE FOR
BIDilEN ISLAND (because Blake and Ti nker ore r eadily recognisable), THE 
MAN 'tlITH FIVE ENDUES ( because the bsthrooc sink was like the one at our 
"holiday house • ) , Jardine ' s RIDDLE OF THE GREEN CYLillDE!l (because "poor 
Tinker couldn 't cal l ou t to his M\llll!y and had his mouth t aped up ") , 
Pars ons ' PRISONER OF THE HOLD (because t he g:mgway to th e ship was green) , 
TllE TEDDY-BOY ~iYSTERY (because the boy wor e c. bootlace tie ) , Drurmiond's 
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TWO-FACED S\IINDLER (because the leering cover amused him.) 

Alt oget her o happy holi®y des pi t e the weather . 
Because we \rii'cr e ri th SEXTO!:\ BLAKE. 

*** *** ******* *** *** 
UNION JACK TITLES - YEAR 1920 (Jul y - Dccemlx.lr) 

No. m The Man Who Died (Crim. Con. ) R. Murray. 
" 874 The Chessingt on Towers Mystery E. S . Brooks. 

875 Tho Death S:(lider (Zenith) A. Skene . 
876 The Shadow (Crim . Con.) R. Nurray. 

• 877 The J ewel of Nuralpoo r (The Owl) A. Murray. 
878 The Island of Death (Losely & Lob. ) c. Hayte r , 

" ff/9 Tho Clue of the Death ' s Head Moth H. G. Hill . 
" 800 The llan in the Smoked Glasses ( The 0,1) A. Nurray. 
" 881 The Col our Lin e 
" 882 The !'.an with Tiro Faces 
" 883 The Mystery of 1" Peroussc (Losel y) 
" 884 The Caso of th e Cotton Syndicate Fraud 
" 885 The Heir to Chiverton 
" 886 The Case of th e Bogus Judge (Kestr el) 

(First coloured cover, dated 2 October 1920) 
• &51 The Dog Detec ti ve (Crim. Con. ) 
• 888 The Human Link (Waldo) 
" 889 The Case of th e Cr;stal Gazer (Zeni th) 
" 890 The Mist of Sl eep (Kestre l) 
" 891 The Case of t he Paralysed Man (Kestre l) 

892 The Case of the Chines e Antique (Waldo) 
" 893 A Bi d for Billi ons (Cr im. Con.) 

W. H. Graydon . 
C. Hayter • 
A. Murray. 
A. Murray. 
L, Jackson • 

R. Murray. 
E. S. Br ooks. 
A. Skene . 
L. Jackson . 
L. Jackso n. 
E. S. Br ooks . 
R. Murray . 

" 894 The Strane,, Case of the Elsingha:i> Leg\?n~ 
\Zeru.t hJ Ji. Skene . 

" 895 The Extreme Penalty (Crim. Con. ) R. Murray. 
" 896 The Mystery of Li ttl ethako Cottage C. Hayter . 
" 8':!7 A Price on His Head (Kest r el) L. Jackson. 
" 898 The Case of the Toxic Tulipe (Zenith) A. Skene. 

(Number 873 is dated 3 July 1920, and nunber 898 is dat ed 
25 December 1920. ) 

"WANTED :- S .O.L. s Nos. 66,90, 138,210,3 19,3 32,35 5, 391. Also 
MAGNETS Nos. 1681 and 1683. Must be in good conditior,. Price etc. 
to DEREK THOMSO!-: 1 14 , BONALY ROAD, NERCHISTON, EDINBURCH..,a,,_,_11:..,•'-"-- -
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}H)fI)lLJOJ)JF)flF) 
Compiled by Herber t Leckenby 

Gilbert Harding told a sto ry in his column in "The People • on 

Apri~ 15th which soeood appropriate to retell here : It concerned a 

friend of his who went to visit his twelv e yea:r old son at a boarding 

school. Aft er a chat to t he Head who seemed very pleas ed" with ~. 

and e. look at n Soccer game he se t off t o find his son. I quote: , 

"First he met a pref ect . He gave him •an absolute cert ,' for th e 

3,30 race , and it came in a t 100-8! 
Then, passing a shrubbery , th e proud father s:::elled the smoke of 

the finest Virginia tobacco and i;limps od thr ee figure s and a flash 

of playing clll'ds. 
A littl e sur,>riscd, fath er passed by and eventually found his twelve 

year old son . 
In t ho bulging pocket of the boy ' s blazer he noti ced t he corner of 

a cl'Ull\pled but familiar green - and-gold packet!" 
Sounds fi:u:dliar, doesn ' t it? Except that Cutts, Lo:ior & Co. never 

sccmcd to pick ono like that prefect. -
Now to ,:ontinu o with Roger Jenkins' defence of Rookwood . AB I 

anticipated what he said lost conth created a l ot of interest . --
THE HAGIC OF ROOll.1/00D 

( Continu ed) 

Tho shor tn csn of the stories and the unusual set - up of th e main 

group of characte r s arc tuo fact ors ..-hich distinguish Rookwood. The 

third fact or is undoubtedly th e chara cterisation of tho masters. 

Let mo make it clear at once that I do not think t hat Mr. Quelch 

and nr. Prout ware ever equalled, l et a.lone surpass;,d , by any other 

masterS Charles Hamilton evor depict ed. At the sm:ic time , it shoul d 

be bome i n mind that it was not until aft er the Rookwood series in the 

"Boys' Friend" had finished that t hese two Greyfriars mas t ors r eally 

came int o tho~r own. Considered in their proper contox t, therefore, 

which is of course 1915-1926, the main Rookwood masters were definitely 

well in advance of any others depicted by the autho r at th e till:e. 
Dr, Chisholm was a fine charac te r drawing indeed: hasty , imJ)Qtient , 

brusque ., what a bod headmaster but lfhat a well-drawn character! He 
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was t he flint which sparked to life oany a fine Rookwood sto ry, He 

m,;y have lacked th e calm court esy and penetrat ing wisdom of his counte r

parts at St , Jim ' s and Greyfriars, but he vas fa:r more h1.1r.an in his 

failinas and C>Ore readily believeble as e person, 
Mr, Greel y was more than a faint copy of Mr. Prout. Both were 

portly , pompous, and posses sed of an assurance that th ey would make 

ideal headmasters . But t1hereas Prout would usuall y go his own swee t 

way, Greely had a tendency to go out of his Wa:'J to ask for trou ble, as 

he did when he took it upon himself to give lecture s t o t he juniors on 

depor tment . lir . Greely regarded hilllsclf as leader of th o sta ff canmon

r oom, but his good intentions ( toi;oth er vi.th a sad failure to live up 

to thc:n) wore never so apparent as when the casters went on strike, and 

be l ed the deputation t o Dr. Chisbol.o. To quote :-
'Dr. Chisholm raised his hand. 
"Mr. Greely and gentl emen, di scussion is futile . I shLlll be 

obliged if you rill allow the matt er to rest ." 
The Fifth Fom master drew a deep brce tb. 

"That, sir , vo cannot do!" he ansvered . 
1twhat!11 

"lie have r equested, si r, in the most respe ctful manner, the 

reconsidexation of ih' . Bootl es ' dismissal . lie axe now compelled 

sir , to proceed fUrther, and protest against that dismissal . " 
11\10 protest , si r!u said i1r. Bull firmly . 
"An act of injustice to one is an act of injust i ce t o all !" said 

llr . Greely . "It is our duty to support our colleague, sir, at 

thi s crisis . Therefore, si r, vc protest . " 
The Head's lips were hard se t now. 

11You protes t ?" he repeated. 
"YP.s, si r, most emphatical ly. " 
"Very well ," said t he Head, vith grim urbanity . "You prot es t, 

and I will duly make note of your protest . I re gret tha t it 

cannot influ ence me to alter my decision wi t h re gard to Mr. 

Bootles . And nov, gentlemen , I am compell ed t o remind you that 

"13 time is of value ." 
The unhappy deputation looked at one another. 
Monsieur Monceau made a st rate gic movement towards t he door . He 

becked out, and hr . Fl inders near ly becked into him, 

But Mr. Greely maintained his finr.ness . 
"Very veil, s ir" , he said , - "very ve ll ! Oh, very well! " 

It was always a matter of regret vith Mr. Gr eely aft erwards t hat 

he could not on the spur of the moment tbi nk of eny±h1 ng more 
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crushing than the. t. 
\iith that he stalked out of the stu dy, bimping int o >!r. ]lull and 

rather spoiling the effect of his exi t . 
The staff crowded rat her confuse dly into the corr ido r . 
Mr. Greely popped his head back the next moment. 

"Dr. Chisholm !" 
"liell, l'.r . Grooly? " 
"The matte r does not end here , sir," 
"You are oistaken, i!r. Greely. It does ~nd here . \/ill you have 

th e goodnes s t o close the door after you?" 

Slam. 
The staff retired! 
Mr. Greely had other differences of opinion witil t he Head, the C>Ost 

famous of which was probably on th e subj ec t of his black eye, which 

WdS caused by an accident with a punch ball. Dr. Chisholm told him 

brusquely that such a disfigur ement was unseemly in a Rookwood 

master . Shortly afterwards Hansom's fath er was at tacked by some 

rogues, and f ll'. Greely gallantly went to his r es cue , for which he 
was rewerdcd by furth ~r disfigurements . Iii t hout waiting for an 

expl anatio n , the Head oven C>Ore brusquely inform ed him that his 

resignation was expected . The upehot was that Hansom's father 

opened n rival school and appoint~d Mr . Graoly headmast er, but it 

was all too soon apparent that •ir. Greely had not got what it tak es 

t o be a headmaster . 
Kr. Bootles, tho castor of th e Fourth, was II remarkable character to 

be found in the realm of schoolboy fiction . !lost masters fall into 

one of four set t ypes : lex and pl ea sant, liko Mr. Prout ; stric t 

but pleasant , like hr . ilailton ; strict and stern, but fair , li ke 

l'.r. Quelch ; or ste rn and unfair, lik e ;.,. . Ratcliffe . Mr. Bootles 

fell into none of th es e well -defined groupe. He was pleasant, 

rrild -mannered, but with a curious habit of int erspersing his phrases 

with 11Ah!'1s and "Er"s . He seemed at times hardly to have the 

courage of his own convictions, yet there were unsuspected depths 

to his character, es on the occasion when he count ermanded the Head• s 

order to Jimlly Silver in public, when Jiimzy was about to be punished 

for a trick played by Leggett . He hod a qui et di gnit y about him, 

too, when ho subsequently interview ed t he l!ead: -
"Voll, sir , I shall not place my resignation in your hands . To 

do so would be to acknowledge a fault - which I dc fini te l y refusa 

t o acknowledge , I shall not, sir , under any ci rcumstances what
ever , res ign my post in this school." 
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"Then it only remains for me to dismiss you, Mr. Bootlos.• 
"You have tho power in your !Jands, si r , to add one injustice to 
another,• said t ho Fo~·laster, with disnity. "But I shall cer
tainly not make th e path of injustic e, sir, easy to you! I 
refus e to Nsign. Md if you care t o carry injustice t o tho l ength 
of dopri vi.ng me of my position hero , I l eava it to your conscience , 
Dr. Chisholm." 

The Hoad set hi s lips hard. 
"Very \:iell" - bis voic e was low ond i.Dcieivo - •Mr. Bootlee , you 
are dismissed . " 
"So be it 11

, said Mr. Bootl es. 
"I expect you, sir , to l eave Rookwood at the earliest possible 
moment convenient to you. The matter of sala ry will be e.rran,;ed 
to your satisfac ti on. 11 

"I am not concerned about that , si r ; that is a trifl e to which I 
havo given no consideration whatever,• said poor llr . Bootlos. 
havo the honour to bid you good morning, Dr. Chisholm." 

And more jerky than ever, the little gentleman whisked out of the 
study . 
Later, in the sto ry, 11hen it became apparent that Leggett was tile 

real culpri t, the Head showed no signs of relenting towards ~ir. Bootlee, 
though all came r i ght eventually. Mr. Bootles • departure came in a 
later series, his decision to leave Rookwood having been influenced 
by his sudden inheritance of a great fortw,e . ( The real reason was 
that there was already a Bootles at St. Kit 'a ll!ld the oditor thought 
that no 8'Jplica tion of names should take place. ) 

Mr. Bootles was a very individual character, and hie departure 11as 
a great los s to the Rookwood stories, jus t as St. Jim ' s gained nothing 
when Mr. Kidd left. Mr . Dalton, lik e Mr. Railton , was likeable enough , 
but both were drawn too much on stock lines to be able to effoce fully 
the memories of their more unusual predecessors . 

Rookllood was surp ri sing in another instance - it was fre e from the 
old style tyrant masters . I t is true that a tyrant master could at 
times provide the ,'8.inspring of many a good plot, whether it 11as a full 
scale rebe llion or merely a tale of how the juniors got thair own back 
by a ruse. But there is no blinki ng tho fact that masters as stern and 
unyielding as 1'1essrs. Ratcliff, Selby, or Hacker would not have kept 
their positions for long in any reputabl e public school . Quite apart 
fran the improbobility of their having r etained their posts, there is . 
th e further point that peopl e so wholly unpleasant ns these do not occur 
very frequently , thank goodness. Most bc.d cboracters h.1ve same redeerr-
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ing feature s, but you would have t o l ook fai rl y close l y to find tm;t 

good points in these three l!ll1Ste1'8. Joir. Selby had perha ps the excuse 

that he suffered both from indigestion and the prac t ical jokes of the 

Third Formers , but it would be difficult to find any excuses for Mr. 

Rat cliff or llr . Hacker . For t his reason I ususlly f ind that , al though 

I am prepared to enjoy a tale circulating around the mis fortunes of one 

of these three cas ter s , I nevertheless invariably make a mental res er

vat ion that the tale is removed at le as t one stage from reality ; I 

like all human beings to be portraye d as living characters, vi th con

vincing reasons for their bad moods and irritating behavio ur . 

Rookwood had no real counterpart of t hese t hree tyrant c...sters . 

Wh<lt, you may ask, of Mr. Manders, that acid - tempered housemaster 

on the Modern side? It is tru e that he was a tyrant mster, but he 

was diff erent because his character was ske tched with such a weal th of 

detail. Messrs. P.atcliff, Sel by, and Hacker were rath er crudely drawn 

and seemed t o be just caricatures for most of th e time , but I'.r . handers 

was taken a stage furth er and beceme a living character because we were 

to l d so much about 1'.im, and because all that information fitted to

gether in such n way that we could li t ero lly hear his unplecsan t rasping 

voice and seo him in our mind's eyo, gount, angular , fussy , interf ering, 

inquisitive, with a P65Sion for science end d~ubl c- entry book-koeping , 

fond of el astic - sided boots and down on tho throo Tozm.des because they 

wore so cheerful - every sto ry in which he appear ed told us more about 

him end broUBht him more to lif e . You could r ead tho llagnet ond Gom 

for a decede end find out l ess about R&tcliff and Selb y and Sacker than 

th e Boys• Friend would t oll you about Handers in o few months. For 

instance , one of his pleasant habi ts was to snoop round the jlmior 

s tudies in search of incriminating evidence; another was to invite 

jlmiors to t ea in hi s study when they happened t o be playing i n foo t bnll 

llllltches, though Owen Conques t never told us in so cany words t hat 

!\enders issu ed th e invit ation spcc inlly t o stop them playing . I t need 

hardly be ndded that hr . t!enders did not support his coll eague s when 

they went on strike - indee d ho did his best t o di ssusdo f.lr. Flind ers , 

a Modern mstor , from endorsing Mr. Grc ely's protest to th e Head. 

Per haps the most re vealing stories of all were those serials writt en 

for th o Gem in the nineteen - thirties, ten years cft er tho original Boys' 

Friend ser i es Md como to e.n end: one sot of thcso Gem series wos lot cr 

r epr inted in th e Schoolboys ' C>.m Library No. 362 entitl ed "Manders on 

the Spot", and r cln ted how Dr. Chishol.c,'s wallet wns stolen by n tramp , 

who hid it in ono of Hr. Hander's overcoa ts . Every time the Modern 

Houscmastor went out for a wal k ho was attacked by a trnmp who ntt01J:ptcd 
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to steal his over coat . Nearly every fac e t of hi s unpl easan t character 

vas depict ed vith amusing yet penotrating insi ght in thi s femous story . 

There cen be no doubt that Charl es l!ru:dlton naver succeeded so vell in 

dre.ving an unpleasant mas t er as he did in th e case of Koger Manders . 

Final l y, t here is th e still unanswered question - why do some keen 

llaciltonian coll ec tors find that they are not so fond of Rookvood? 

Tho answer to this i s , I think, that the junio r s seemed much younger 

than their counterparts at Greyfria r s and St . Jim ' s . I have already 

mentioned the chee r ful nature of the stories, and thi s i s really an

other aspec t of tho same fac tor - the youthfuln ess of th e centr a l 

characters. I would venture to suggest that Jimmy Silv er and Co. were 

a far more accurat e portraya l of fifteen -year ol d school boys t han were 

the Terribl e Thr ee or the Famcus Five despite the undoubted superiority 

of t ho Magnet end Gem groups as charact er drowifl8S. Tho juniors at 

all thre e schools had t he ir worri os end tro ubl es , but a t Rookwood t hose 

were soon forgotten in t he li ght- hear t ed manner of youth . In addition 

JilllllY Silv er had a touch of i rr esponsi bility about him - for ~xumpl e 

when he j oined in Lovell'• scheme for using cribs in class - which pro

duced a fJ'YCr end li ghter atcosphoro about t he sto rie s which was prob

abl y more in kee ping with the age of the horoes in question . In t he 

result, thoro forc, tho Rookwood stories were simpler end lacking most 

of tt. c groat dramat ic thcces which constituted scxoo of the fin es t 

Grcyfriars end St. Ji m' s sto ri es , but there was compensa t i on in having 

a more even tenor of existence end a moro consi s t ent qunli ty about th e 

s tory tell ing . I think I can conclude vi th a personal t ouch which 

ill ustra tes my own a t t itud e t o t he thre o school s: very oft en I go to 

th e bookcase which houses my coll ec t ion t o tak e down a sc hool sto ry 

to read; I almost invariably ask c,yself "Am I in th e mood for n Gro y

fri ars 0r a St. Jim's story?" \#hils t I""' trying t o resolve this 

diff ic ult probl em, my eye lights on the ltookwood s tor i es , end I tak e 

down a vol ...., of th em wit hout a second t hought. I have t o be in t he 

mood for Harry Wharton or Tom Merry , but I can r ead about Jilmr,y Silv er 

nt any t ime . That is t he magic of Rookwood. 

ff~l1-l l t lll•il1:1f 1 I ......... Hlr ...... . ........ .._ ... ***..,.h.._... ...... . ... . .. . , 

~ : Collectors ' Oigests lfos. 11, 12, 13, 15, 23, 25 , 111. 

Best of fe r for whole or part secures . J . HEPBURJI, 1 SIXTH AVENUE, 

BLYTH, !IOR'l'BIJMBifilJJ. 

liant ed: "School Friend Annunl" years 1928, 1929 end 19,0 . Your pr ice 

~ LEOIWU> PACIG-WI, 'l7 ARCllll,\IE ROAD, EAST OOlillC H, LONDON S . E.22 . 
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SOLUTION OF C.D. CROOS'iORD !lo. 2 . 

ACRCSS 1. "I Say You Fellows". 7. Pedro . 10. If . 
13. "Ale on Draught". 16. Twin. 17. Brat . 
19. Henry . 21. Vis . 23. Hilda. 27. Epic . 
32. ilre ru:zy ~e l. 35. ilesales. 

11. Stags. 
18. "Mac". 
29. Ail. 31. llet. 

~ 2. Svell of St . Jim ' s . 3. Yellow. 4. On Wedneadays. 
5 . Century. 6. Bri ght. 11. Sabr e . 12. Aga. 13, Admir ed. 
14. Etc. 15. lhhil. 20. Castle , 21. Vicar. 22 . Finis . 
23. Hie . 24. "Aida". 26. Mee . 28. Pro . 30 , LB.l. 33, Me. 
34. ?le. 

The fi rst correct so luti on recei ved by the Editor was sen t in by 
, . L. llILLIAMSO!i, IEEm., t o whoo a postal - order fo r 5/- has been 
dispetched. The second solution was sent in by LEOIWU> PACKIWI, to 
whom a 2/6 book of stamps has been forwarded . 

Another Cross -word next oont h . 

;l,********ff it-*+itA I I I I I I I I It lfl I I I I A 1 -~J 1111 I I I I I I I ......... y ....... . ......,.ff i.r.J-)Ht 

"LORD BI LLY BUNTER" by Frank Richards (Casse ll. 7/6) 
Review by Eric F!!yne 

This is en ex tI'C!:l<ll y well--..ritt en and readab l e s tory , with all 
t he authors well- known pen msp c. Billy Bunter i s kidnapped while 
wcmring borrowed pl um<?s, and by one of t hose fr eaks of coin cidence 
whic h never scc1:1: lik e freaks when the mostcr-cu t hor dishes them out , i s 
resc ued by the one :md only Arthur augus tus, There is no unexpected 
twi s t in t he plot, which is a feru,t of pure nostalgi a f or t he old reade r 
who has real ly re ad it a ll befor e , - a feast to s et before a ki ng . 
Even /.!r . ChaJllllll' s mct or-bus cus t have lh.-cn rolling al ong t he roa ds in 
th e roo.ring thir ties. It is Prank Richards at hi s brigh t es t and best, 
with Bunter' s ventril oqui sm t hrown in to cdd t o th e fun, and c very 
welc ome peep of St . J im' s , - even i f 1-lr. Chapc,a.n' s picture of Nr . 
Rai lton i s rather re.inisc~n t of the Acid Drop. 

Ol d rea ders will sigh wit h pl ccs urc, LlOd put th e new Bunter on 
one s id e vith re lu ctance, whi l e the modc,rn schoolboy will find it a 
thrilling and a lt oget her satisfying experi ence . And, os we a llt oya 
mlli.ntaincd, it i s pre·~-~ th.ct Bunter's homo i s at Reiga te , in spite of 
the print er's error in t ho la t er years of the r.agnet , which offended 
our sens e of whc.t we knew to be correct by placing Bunter Villa a t 
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Rcdent e . 

L-ORD BILLY BON.'IB 

This new Buntor novel, the 18th in Frtmk Richnrd'e Greyfri ars 

series, is a velcome odditio:i to the familiar scene. It breaks with 

preced ent in that it is th o story of somcthil18 "hich hns already been 

t el evis ed, but in th e r eadi l18 it coces up os fresh and new, thanks to 

the !laster . Lia, P. C. ,lodehouse, Frank Richards has,: coma:ul of words 

which defies broadcast or television, and the reader is the better for 

it. Here we have Bunter kidna µped because, setting out t o visit 

Gussy at St. Jim' s, he is newly swept and garnished in f.auly ' s Sunday 

suit and hst . Tbe hat blows off , is 'f ielded " by an A.a:erican "snatch" 

expert who consequen tly mistakes Billy for the nobl e earl , and promptly 

kidnaps hi:,. How Billy is finally rescued by t he St . Jim ' s Fourth 

Fon:iers, and the ki dnapper captured 1"; the Famous Five, makes an en

jo yable yarn, with so;ne fine charac teri sa tion, a leadil18 rol e, too, 

for Gussy, and some excell ent ChaJlll8Jl drawings. 
J. P. llOOD. 

~ H 111111111 U Nlfl *+*ll lflllil I ofl I I UU U: I II U lillll 11 :.- I I I II "°*lit* -lr*iit*******"* 

FOR SAIE: 70 Gems Blue & \lhite 568 - 769, 2/ - each . 23 Gems, 1030 -

1094, 2/- each . 16 Gems 1182 - 1398, 1/9 each . 44 Gems 1406 - 1556, 

1/6 each . 49 GeOl8 1557 - 1660, 1/3 each. 5 Green Gems 429 - 431 -

419 - 418 - 428, 3/6 each. 11 l'.agnets 1239 - 1390, 2/- each . 15 

Ma&nets 1426 - 1500, 1/9 each . 42 Magnets 1501 - 1552, 1/6 each . 

73 Ma.<;r,ets 1554 - 1683, 1/3 each. 5 Penny Populars , 12 Greyfriar s 

Heralds, 21 'n-iumphs, in corporat ing the Gem, .Cl. 6. 0 . the lot. 

?ostage extra , send for list , S.A.E. 
LITVAK, 70 CRAllFORD AVE., 

ASHFORD :,O.IDDIESEX 

American Collector "ishes to purchase old dolls and ol d butt ons . 

18th and 19th centuries. J.ey amount! llrite:- THEO OLBERTZ, 

PA.LAIS ALBERT IER, VILLErnANCHE SUR HER, A.I\. FRANCE. 

~; "JESTERS" dated 1917- 1918 containing seria l s "Secrets of a 

Great Ciety" and "The Dauntless T'nree" coo,pleto. Your pric e given . 

STANDEN. 33 GRASMERE AVENUE, P.EATO!i CRAPEL, STOCKFOR'l', 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Py Jack .. ood, Nostav, 328 Stockton Lane, York. 

!ly goodnoss , Fra'lk Unwin did start a controversy . And it is 

still raging . Walter Fleming collll!Cnts : -
' l vas vary interested in Frank Um<in's article on Ed,,y Seorlos 

Brooks . In general, I am compelled to agree ;,ith hiJII , I could , 

hovever find SOCJe excuse for his draving of Nipper . 
Nip:,er wo.s not my favourite charac ter, but one must rcmem~r that 
he vas supposed to have been trained by Nelson Lee. As Lee was 

l ate r in turn, a Housemastor and Hcowaast er of St . Franks, it must 

be assumed that he hod sane acc.dcmic qualifications. This c:ust 

ma.kc hira an ideal perso n to t ooch !lippe r - add to th is, his brilliant 
quoliti os :,s o dctcctivo, is it ,my wonder t hat Nipper was pictured 

as c lot smcrte r than his schoolfello.,s? In compnny with Leo, he 

must havo been around n lot, c,:,t many peoplo and soen many things. 

No, I do not really thil'.k he wns overdrawn. The charncter I think 

was cost oxnggerat ed was that of \iilliam Napolcor. Browne , but none 

the less I thoroU8lll y enjo yed or.y yt.nl in which ho ploy ed n prominent 

port. 
J.!J I hovu remarked elsevhcre , cy personal fo vouri te was llondy and 

I think a series which really portro.ycd th e Clan.)' facets of his 

cbarccter v:is the series in which his broth er - in - l aw, whom Bandy 

had not mot, took c. post os Remove Form mater . 
I don' t know if any of our St . Franks brethren sm, it , but I found 

o book written during t ho post two or three years, by ESB under tho 

neme of Ber keley Croy (for children) enti tl ed "Lost liorld of Even,st" 

ond it was quite rcodllb l c , but I missed our favourit e characters . 

I believ e I still hr.vo it, if cnybody would lik o to borrow it . 

!Jl old friend, Bill Chlu:!pion, entitles his observations "CHANGING 

HIS SPOTS", o.nd continu es :-
"! would like to we it clenr fro m tho start that I agr.:,o with cos t 

of what Fronk ha<! to s:,y; but I dioogrec, and very .:,uch so , on two 

points. A: the l as t thing I would do would be to charact erise 

Nip;,er as a " bore ": I unhes it atingly pl ace hie second to Tom Merry 

i n the popularity list of schoo l boy skippers of fiction, and re ading 

of his many cscopodes ond outst anding l eadership over tho years have 
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given tie on unbounded wonlth of pleasure. B: Frank n:ade n some

what sca thing r efere nce to Fullwood's sp.."edy pc&9a8" f?'Olll th e world 

of the "lluts• to the rcnln of tne "Eli to", ond it is about this latt er 

point thc.t I wish ci1icfly to protes t. 
Looking be.ck, in r etrospect, I thin!, Brooks' whole hondling of this 

delicat e , tho~, C10re or les s cajor episode in the c.nr.cls of St, 

!'rank ves brilliont in the cxtreri e . To put it in t1 contemporary 

nutshell: "he boxed very cl everly!'~ And wo.s.it, i nfo.ct , a "spoody 

pe.ssog,,"? !'rank calls i t "n ce.tt cr of weeks!' but t1s t ho whole trnns 

for m tion coverod c. period of thirte en weeks, one could ss correctly 

t orn it "a r.att e r of C1.onths11• 

Brooks• approach to it wes simple yet contained the essence of in 

(sCnui ty: he removed rullwood fro c his si,ug, unhealthy l ocal , and 

wit h one swift stroke of the brush deposited hit,, for eight whole 

weeks, in t he clidst of t he hundred-per - centers-sans Gulliver and 

Bell and all the other undesirables. 
How did he do it ? 
Easily : by arranging for Lord Dorrimor e t o invite, for th e sir.c;cr 

vacation of 1925, the whole of the St , Frank's Fourth to a cruise in 

the South-Seas i n his luxury yacht , the rlanderor . Naturally, not 

many parents allowed t heir sons to accept this generous invitation, 

having l'.".8de other plans ; but Fullwood is one of th~ lucky ones -

very lucky as things turned out -- seeing tha t he is t he only 

member of the "Cad• s Brigade " who is given th e offici al par ~r.tial 

sanction . 
.aut, it must b,; sadl y adclittcd , we do not sec oruch improvet.cnt in 

his genera l behaviour during th o first f ew daya . 

In fact, on th e second day out, with the llandcror sk.iJl:ming over t he 

waters of a.id-Atl antic , the one- and-only Ralph Lesli ~ gets himself 

into a spo t of bother: he insults Cliv e lluss oll, ono-time J)08C-boy, 

but nova guest of the genial millionaire, gets hicsolf floor ed , and 

is alcJost sent to Coventry by th e rest of the party . 

I think th o first r cnl sign of a· re-awakening in th e breas t of 

Fullwood coo,es soon after the :landercr has anchored in t he beautiful 

la&oon of Paradis e Island, whore Clive ' s fath er discov ared pcerl 

oyoter-bcds years before. Fullvood has pene trated the jungle-like 

undergrowth in ordo r to in dul ge in a surreptitious smoke, and when 

discovered by 'i'illy nandforth & Co. guiltily thro>ls his cigarette 

away, protend i J18 ho has been searchi11& for twines . Normally, he 

vould have carri ed on smoking, regardlo ss . 
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Soon after thi s , Fullwood once again insults Cliv e Russe ll . They 
are alon e on the deck of the llandcr cr, and in the ensuing fight the 
St . Fra!lk 1 s junior wa tchin g hi s advarsary cooling-o ff , suddenly notic es 
a menacing fin cl eave the wat1.:r , and real ises with a shock that a 
shark is about to sampl e Fullw ood. Without a moment I s hesitation , he 
grabs a golf-club that is l ying on deck and div es t o th e rescu e . 
It is tou ch and ~"'· but eventually both l ads are sa fe on deck, where 
Fullwo od gets his first r evul s ion of fee lin g . He slw.mcfa~edly thanks 
the Canadian boy f or saving his lif e, and lat er, in his own cabi n , 
l ooks at his r ~fl cc ti on in tho mirror . 
' "Gad:" he mutt e rs dis gus tedl y . 11\:lhat a ball y cad you are : 11 1 

And for Halp h Les li e to address hims elf in such t erns is in deed an 
indic a tion t hi::t ha is not compl~t ely bad. In fact, I t hink it is nt 
thi s pre cise point that th e re ade r suddenly ,mrns t owards Fullw ood 
and tak es o l it tl e wore inter ost in hi m, OOgin.o t o wotch his c.cti ons 
moro, reo lis es that perha ps somethi ng big i s shapi ng . 
I/ell , the weekn roll by , ond t he boys hnvc tho tim e of t heir lives 
on Paradise Islru:d, in clu di ng t he usunl scr aps with cann i ba l s, th o 
in ovit abl ll tidol - wave , Md so on, Fulh, ood bccooing more and raoro 
"one of the l ads 11 as it were . He is acccpt e?d by ~lipper & Co. o.s one 
of the ru f or dur.:.ti on: nnd, wh..'l.t i s :..1orc, WiMie , Reggie Pi tt 's Sist e r , 
who is nlso in t ho po.rt y, fi nds her sel f drmm t o Ralph Leslie, much to 
th e runozc1:1cmt of Ire ne Manners end Marj ori e Tezi1plc. She con sec more 
good in him than th oy con, and t hore is no doubt tha t this feet does 
help n l ot in the end I s ref orm.c.tion. 
:icnr the 011d of tho vocr\tion, Cliv o is sei zed in t h(: t am:.cl cs of so n~ 
weird deni zen of the doep nnd Pu11wood r esc ues him, only to be, hioself, 
ott<>ckod by thi s frightful creature nnd swept """-Y. However, he is 
so.vcd in the nick of ti ri!e, O.."ld soo n the party is on the m1y hon1e to 
Englnnd. 
Brooks keeps our int e rest in Fullwood a li ve right t o th e very end of 
that c illaorabl c ~o.cati on. 
At the e nd of the return voyage , with C£1.istowc in sight, the school 
boys nnd th e rest of t:,c party nrc thr onging th e r " ils. Nipper and 
Clive Russe ll ,>re t a lking, v.nd th e l a tte r i s enthusin g over the fnct 
thn t he is du;) to cocracnce studi es ot St . Frank' s in th e Autucn . 
1 111-Iy dad's ~rengcd i t all, 11 he sc.ys. 11! shall be c.t St. ~'rank' s 
next t ern! We're going to huve c. good tii: c -- -eh, Full y?'" 
Rnlph Lesli e Fullwood grins . 
111You bet!" he re plies hearti l y . "I'v e ro de up my cind thnt this 
term is going to be the bes t one I 've e ve r spent in my lif e ! 11

' 



• 
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' And th ere is socet hin8 nbout his tone which ccuscs llippor to l ook nt 
him keenly . The old Rnlph Lesli e 11"s n ' t so appnrcn t ns it hnd been, 
Fullwood wc.s gre a tly ch.:lngod t hese dnys : 
But , ho.ck i n t he "Ol d Country" BIG tr oubl e cwai ts Ful l wood. His 
cousin, Eusto.cc Cc.rey, ~1 undcrgrcd .:.t Oxford , hc.\S i.:urd ..!rously 
ottnck cd o f oll ow- undergrcd , l ... av~s hi L: critic.al ly injured , c.nd 
disappears with a l oad of stolon c«sh . On th e train journ ey back 
to th e sc hool vi t h hi s old compani ons , Fullwood discov ers that 
Gulli vcr and Bell SOI!K,wha t gra to on him , and there i s a deal of i ll
naturcd chaff b-)Cllusc Ro.lp !l Lcsii ~ r , fus cs t o ind ul ge in a smoking 
concort i n th .; pri " ucy of tho rail ·~ :.y ccr,;partm~nt. When they dis
cov"r that thu now noto ri ous ar.C: •1,m:.~ ... cd11 Carey i s the:ir fri .. md 1 s 
cousin , t hey OChavc as onJ woul d \JXp..:ct them t o beha ve . They make 
it quit e cl ea r to i'ullwood that he can fap li ci tly re l y on th eir 
fri endshi p f or j us t as l or,J as he is prcpari.!d to pay fo r it. Then 
Grayson, of tho lr'if tli, r ;~ ol d cambli ng and drinkin g as :;oci e.t c of t he 
Fourth - fonner, toll s l'l·:._.:ood t o rof roi n fa·o:n speaking to him in 
publi c - alt hough ho CLJl cont i nJv t o do bO privat e ly! 
Let cr or., Full.c od gets a t errific re vul sio n of fee ling when he dis 
cover s t hat a ll t he fc ll o.3 he has pr eviously l ooked down on -
f ello lis l ik.0 Hippor, Pitt, Handfort h, and so on , arc al l vecy 
fri endl y to him . In fact , i n his e fforts t o le t Full wood know that 
h~ cannot be h<.:l d rcs po!izit ~l ..: f or t-.is co1.1Sin' s scanda l ous behaviour, 
Randy nculy goes too f ll.!', ot1t t: ..... ..:rst whilt cud ~c.:li s.:os, grate
fully, that tho burly l"oW"th-f o:;?;;...:!''::-. int~ nti o::s nr0 so und. 
Still l at er on, Corey com.....s on tn..., sc'-a.:o, forc ~i:; his cousin t o hid e 
him n~ar th-.. school a.."\J ~v ,.;.1 i !'l t hJ school fo r o. f -.:w wooks , and one 
way and anot h ...... r, Fullw ood rcsll .) govs throu.g.rt tho hoop. liowvvo;1r, 
th-, fri endshi p of Cliv ..} i~uss01l and Winr..ii;; .Pitt , plus the fac t that 
Ralph makJs quit..} & neroe: fo!' hi .;-.sclf on th'.! footer - fi eld, hel ps him 
throu gh his bapti sm, as it w-..:ro; and, cver.tu:ll l:,, t he att acked 
undergrad r ecove r s, Car.y is publi cly clmstis~d by his ira t e fo th or , 
and the a ir clears. 
In ot hor words , Fullwo od stnnds th ~ t es t and cmer gos •'i th flyin g 
col ours. He moves i nt o Clive • s study, bccoo.cs a regular Si.:l oc t i on 
for t he j unior foot ba ll and cr i cket t cru:\s - and never l ooks back. 
And I must conf ess thct I find the t rans.'o rmation ea sy t o follow, 
cusy to re ;,d, end undcrstendabl o frO!!I ota rt to finish . 

Sorry, Fran.le!" 
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And now, Norman Pra.gncll takes over ·ri th the f irst arti cl e in an 

eegc rly awc,i t cd , and typically forthri ght , Ser i es . 

THCSE UNPOHJLIJl TilREE YEAHS. 

Thar c i s no doubt a t a ll i n th o ciir.ds of all liel son 1"0 read ers 
that t he p.:riod of it s li fe , compri s i n;,; t he Second N"" Series, was the 
n,ost uniq: ulm-. Constant changes in editorial poli cy annoyed beyond all 
mcasur " thos e of us " ho were reall y fond of th e 'Old Pap.,r' and who had 
read some of tho uu at s~ri ..:s ofoarli...:r years. ifovort halvss, the 161 
is sues wer, not •,holly bad, as so:uo of us might be inclin ed to think. 
Judgin e by the s t ories that ar c discussed end analysed in our Colwnn, 
"" would imagin e that there arc wany of us who hold th e opini on that 
t he Nels on Lee Lib rary t " w,ina t cd alto get her in December 1930. Over th e 
past f our yer.rs ,,0 can.,ot r~r.:.cc.bcr one: story that has been se riously dis 
cuss ed, t hat wns ·,r itt en bctwcvn 1930--1953. And yot - a t le as t to th u 
writ er of th...:sc notes - there appeared four se ri es duri ng these y0are 
that in his opinio::: coc,parcd favour abl y wit h any of t he s t ori es that 
app.:arcd in t h~ "First New S ... ri c s 11

• 

kt us be quit e fr ank about t he s t or i es tha t epp.:e.Nd i n th e period 
of 1925-1930. Th~ ona passing not e in r.,any e fin e yarn was tho over 
c:ophnsi s giv en t o &!ward Oswd ~. !:nndfort h : '!'his was not ad par ticularl y 
in th e front cover il l ustra ti ons , ,rhcn the foct of Handfort h was the 
predoci.nant f eature . This wos r.:03t notic ~o.bl c where t h..:: co,,crs were 
drawn by Arthur Jon~s . In ti10 North,..otri a sor i cu , which i s tho wri ter's 
particular fnvourit ..:. the on~ ftls ,) not o was tht.: l crgt.: ru.:ount of spac e 
1:iven t o the anti cs of Handforth . Th. r co.1 s tnr of thi s crr.llzing adven
t ure was ,iith out doubt Nelson Lee hfose lf and had more SP"Ce been given 
to Lee end l es s t o i:cndfor t ,1 th is s tory woul d have rcec hod near per fec t ion. 

Those of us who hn·,~ read rr.ost of the s tor ii..:s in the Second ilcw 
Series will rcmer,:lx:r t l:~ s-r i . s i n which Nel son Leo nnd e ll of hi s cub 
det ectiv es were shanghic d ond ~vcnt ually four.d themselv es l ost in t he 
Sargasso Sc~. Thi s ·11ns a gcw of c s tory nnd here Hel son U..i: was gi ve:n 
th e stur rin g rol o 1 o.nd Brooks rando no L1i s tck c about it . Hrutdfort h ws.3 
not in tho sto ry - ho wr.s be.ck E.t Jt. Fr~.n-~s, l!lld th ..: s eri es was al l the 
bet t or for his ebs"nce . At c futur e dot e t he writer will be discussi ng 
t hi s ser ie s i,t some l engt h, nnd will try to show wher e i t wns c. lx:ttdr 
s tory t i= some of th e popul er , more wcll -kno~ on~s . It i s n ro,r,ir k
nblc fact tha t Br ooks s eemed t o vri t e hott e r when his s tori es were not 
ill ustrat ed by Ker.nc th Brookes . 1'he writ ~r of this articl e hns never 
hi dden hi e i nt ense dis li ke of th o i ll us t ra ti ons by Brookes , and this i s 
a view rortlv held by ;::,s, Brooks hif.sclf. 
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When the Second llaw Seri es "?pee r ed in 1930 t here wos introduc ed 

sol!\C fi rst rat e det ec tiv e and ndvcnturo ynms, end al though we not i ced 

e ch&ngc of nrt ists as COillJl"l'Cd with th e ktt or hcl.f of t ho Fir s t llaw 

Seri es , we felt thuy ware of a r easonabl y high atandard. 'rhe declin e 

in Brooks' writi ng oeeoed to date froc t he tii:tO when St . franks re -

opened and Kenneth Brookes took over th e illustrations . Socc, of the 

s tori es tha t appeared still l?lllke us shudder - K. K. Parllington , Dr. 

Scattl ebury, J ake Diamond, and J:18.ey othe rs tll8t were most regretta ble . 

And yet when E. S. Brooks vent beck to his hieh standard of s t ory

tc ll ingand gives us "Islan d above tho Cl ouds" we not ed th ey wore not 

ill us t rated by Brookes . Rat her odd no doubt, and somothing we canno t 

expl ain . 
To S\ID up our opening articl e on our seri.Js on 11Tho:;11 Unpopular 

Yca..-rs" we wo\i.ld mako th~se obsarvations. By and l ar ge the Second New 

Seri es was not a success to those old r eaders of t he ,lolscn Lee Library . 

Neve rth el ess, a few s~r i es apJl<'arcd that -,or e rea lly gr,;,ot, thi s b.,ing 

pert ! 1• due to th o character of nel son Lee being gi ven his full scopo, 

end t he pru-t play ed by Handforth being well playod do\ffi. In our next 

ar ti cle we sh.nll discuss the first of t hese fiv e s t or i es , "Dacca - Tho 

Devil Dwarf 11 and gi vl? our reasons for so thinking . 

P.S. !:>B did old Lucit es proud in t he Grand uat i onal ! As one might 

expect , Kenmore l ot us do\ffi in fo e Lincoln! J.P .~. 

** ~ l •II IA l ~ liHh U II III UIIII IU IU I IU -~ ff-~ ,hhHHt AiU llill otll!IIIIIIII 

11Alfl'Ell: "School Frknd Annual" years 1930, 1931, 1932 . Your ;,rice 

offe red . Also want ed, "School gir l' s o.m Annual " for t he year 1926 

~ - L. PACKl'.A.'I, 27, ARCiiI!iu,;; ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LO!lJlO;I S. E.22 . 

~- ~.any S. Blake Libs . wanted ( 1st and 2nd seri es ) c001plct o 

with covers . Sorial numbers , seri es and price please . Also ~ 

li , Jack s in good condition for the years 1917, 1918. JOOIE PACKMAN 

27, ARCHllALE ROAD, EAST 001·.ncH, L0:1D01l S.E. 22. 

OFIBRS lliVITED FOR: 165 Popular , 1'mateur Gerdcning , 1953-1955, 

17 Popular Handicraft s 1952- 1954, 20 Reader s ' Digests 1952-1 955 , 

16 Sci enco .-'iction, 6 Argooy, 2 Sat . E. Post , 100 Country Lif e 

19:,2-1954, 1 Chatterbox JJlllual, 51 Natione.l Ccogrcphics 1934-1 951, 

1 Zane C::-cy, I Holidcy li.nnual 1935, .Ai:ff OR :.LL. L. ,.S!iw-Y, 

23, MOUh'rJOY, BRIDPORT, DORSET. 



OLD BOY'S <14o) BOOK CLUB 
LO!lD0!1 SECTIOll 

I t was o trium ph for lldson w e a t th e " pril meeting he ld a t Wood 
Green as in the debate !:'-?lson versus Sc.:xton Blnku, t hL: votin g wa!3 seven 
t o fiv e in favour of the fomcr . >'urthennorc horn, Vernon- Lay r eport ed 
better rcsul ts i n his Nels on UJc S\.?ction of the l ibrary . Thtl dctate 
we.s a very good one and the rcsul t shci·,s ho-.,: close tha issuo was af ter 
six very good speeches. Ro[;IJr Jenkins was the \mlpi rc C.."ld done the 
summing up e r~ the votC: was taken . 

Roger 's very good Gr .... yf ri .?r.&1 !lalll-.:'S quiz was won by Bob dhit c r, 
second wos Len Fackrilan ond in thir<. pl ace was Bo\, Bl yt he nnd H. Brooks. 
The le.tt cr n~w r.ucr:Jbc:r ·tian payi ng hi s first visit t o o mee tin g olon& 
with his son David. 

Dob Blythe, continuing with th-: foJl son Lee int orost gcvc ll v0ry 
good talk on the trnvclo of the St. Frank ' s juniors and illustrated 
these travel s with a map of the \,"Orl d on a bla ckboard , 

Bill Lofts t;ave e ta.l~ on the "Dime I:o·-1el 1lound- up11 
• an earn.es t 

listen er to this talk was the doyen of the club , Arthur Lawson. The 
c l ub's quota of 11.Lord Billy !3unter 11 was available and those interested 
coll ect ed their copi es . Postal mer.,bers copies will be mail ed duri ng 
ne.x.t week . 

!lay meeting at '<1st Dul1,ich on Sunday, 27th , fourth Sunday owi ng 
to the ilhitsun holidays . 

Thus the: :;core of m~;:1\>Jrs present had a..?'?.Othcr enjoy abl e agenda , 
good catering nnd the promise of anoth er good time with the Packrnans 
next month. 

UNCLE BE!IJJ.NI!I. 
-i-•:t* *' .. '** 

IIORTrZR!I Sa'.:TIO:! Joru:rING' AP.!IL 14th' 1956 

This wes the Six t h Annual Gene ral Eeetine a.ad Treas ur er Gcrr; 
Allison ' s r eport showed thllt th e financia l position is a very heal t hy 
one . This, despite th e fac t that we have l os t a few cc:nbors . Those 
that reciain , how~vor, are stalwarts ew;;ry one . 

The officials wcr~ re - elect ed en ol oc excep t that Jack Wcod took 
the pl ace of J tanl ey Knight os o,1c of to ,: eudito r s . Alt O[ll'lth cr t here 
was. a very l:appy atmosphere w.: 4::!l .... ve11rone catisfied with th~ otote of 
affa i rs . 

Business dispos ed of c~1r.1: t op of the bill for th e evening; 
Secretary Ron. Hodcson' s t olk "ilii;hlights of t!:~ liorthcm Section Clu b". 
Ron had evidently sp,n~ c considerable amount of tin,c swotting up t he 
.minutes , and as a re~ult he bad built up an s1ngro~sing ntory or 



memorable and happy events select ed fro ~ the 72 meetings held fa that 
r oom. There was ju.st a sa d not e when he rof e1-red t o the deaths of 
Reg. Hudson a.od Harry Sts bles , 11ho in the time they were allowed t o 
be wit h us, did so much for the Club . Only King Death has been un
ld.nd to us f or he al so t ook Jack l'.unr o away froi:, us a ft er a f ew months 
membership . 

Ron r eceiv ed a well dese1·ved round of applause at the c lo se of 
his talk . 

To wind up we had a Twenty Questions ~z . G€rry Alli son, not 
the l eas t worr ied by the fact that he re centl y became a grand fat her , 
had set us somc brow- ,1rL-U~J.ers . Neverthel2ss , the t eam, J . Br.:eze 
Bentl -ay,J nck Wood, !:itunioj' 3:::ith and i1:.ysclf, succeeded in ge tt ing 
nin e objects out of t en , t hus feeling very pleased wit h ours elv es . 
Al to geth er a very pl easant and nos ta l gic evening . 

Noxt meeti ng th e 7;ird., Saturday, 1,ay 12th . 

n. 1£CKZi!BY. 
llorth ern Sectio n Corr espondent. 

*** .. 
l-UDLAND SEX:1'ION ;JEErI ;iG 1 ,W.CH 30th . 

The mair. i tcm on the progr=e for to night was a talk, ill us 
t ra t ed by reading:, , on Edward S. Ell i s ' • lcmericatl Frontier stories, 
give n by Mr . Handl ey Ju."l!', Ver;; interest ing it was t oo, John had 
evid ently done a gr ea t deal of res earch and well meri tcd the hearty 
apr,laus e which gre e t ed th e en.:: r r ": i,.is tal k . 

A ve:ry inte resting point w. ~" i €:merged was tt iJ.t t he fr ont ie r 
was graduall y movin g fur t h;:::r dest , ,:.r~d the more faniliar "Wild "Jest " 
of "Buffal o Bill II and t he good old 11I~e t" Tex.as Series, was not 
r-each<?d tmtil socc 50 yoars l & ter than l!:lli s 's time , which was about 
180C. 

It is int erc stin,; to re fl ec t, th ough, that alt hough pionee ri ng 
days seem so ror.'lantic, the great Uorth kte rican Conti nent fonne rly 
inlm bi t ed by about a ·~uerto r of a Dillion Red Indians who hunt ed and 
.-arre d and frequ antl;, s tarv ed, no,mdays s~pports at l eas t a hundr ed 
t ili."'s as many peopL \bO enjoy great material pr osperity , Hollywood, 
swel l .J.uto s , nylo, .. ~. c osmeti cs , coke and what not . Hore ser i ousl y ,r, 

though; over. nc.: _:_:, t.:10 middl e of the twenti e th c~ntury, the min ero l 
weal th of C.:-rJ"'dc fi...i· t..xe.mpl c , i s not much more t han being scratch ed. 

Raturning to our r .. aeting howeve r , the talk and subsequent dis 
cuss i on natura lly took us a good part of t he evening , However we 
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did try Harry Br ostcr's la t est puz zl e, "How many boys wi t h t he name of 
Dic k a t Gr eyf ri a rs , St . Jil:t ' s and Rool:Giood?" Gr &tt cr s t o t he winn er 
Tom Por t er . 

Tom th en geve us an impro mpt u to.lk on t he l at es t Too f·~crry book 
poi nti ng out hov Frank Richards 'lit er ary 3kil l wes s t i l l os much i n 
evid ence as of yore . 

E:DrlARD DAVEY. 

:-lERSEYSIDE SllCTIO:r, 8t h APRIL , 1956 

'.i'h.: ... ro was qui te a good a'tt0nd.o.nc;:; at ·,fat..)r l oo Hous..:, most of th e 
regula r s be i ng presen t. 

Tho chni nnon i n hi s openi ng r c.>JnCrks informed us t hat Herbe r t was 
Ul1ll.bl e t o be "'it h us , due t o WUlvoid eb l c ci rcUai,s t anccs ; nee dl ess t o 
sa y we wer e ol l most disappoi nt ~d , and si nc, .:rc ly hope t ~t he wi l l bo 
able t o vi s it us in t he n0~r futur e . 'Jc h::vc hD.ppy r.:.cmori cs of t he 
l ns t occc:sion he spe nt in our cl ubrooci.. 

J~ h0.'.lrt y we l come was ex t end eel t o n !iurp ri sc vi si t or , Fr l!.'"lk Cnsc , 
who t r i ed t o bc.:ir up renful l y under t ho b,srrt\gC of good-nn t urc d chnff 
occr.sio n:.:d by hi s l ong a!.>scncc . 

Ther e we s n l ong di scuSdion on th ~ Exhibit i on which opens o'!'l. th o 
9t h April in t he Bootl e Publi c Librc.ry; c groot dc:>l of work hns buon 
expende d by tho cOIMli.tt ee , an d we most s inc ere ly hope t heir ef f or t s 
wil l be r e:1ar dc<l in th e r es ult . I t \:cs thought advisab l e t o have a 
member of t he cl ub in a tt cnde.nce a t t he cxhi biti cn t o dea l wi th pos s i bl o 
enquiri es , a.,d no di ff ic ult y was cnco unt orc d in formi ng a -rota of 
vol unt ee r s to pe rf om t hi s us e f ul service . 

The mevt i ng conc l uded wi t h a t ea.c. game based on "Twent y Ques ti ons 11 

th i s was grea t l y en j oyed , and thu fi !lal res ult - o. cl ose one - was of 
l i ttl e consequence c ompar vd wit h the en t ert a inmen t pr ovi de d . At 
l oes t, t hat ' s th e ta le of a mombcr of t he l os i ng sid e nnmed 

FRA!lK CASS 

S>~ HOLIDE P~f. ,· .U,S_ 1934, 1937, 1939 , 1940, 1941. Fa ir condi ti on , 
9/- 0t.!c~, pl us post'lge . 
STILL \IM,ci>Ji. P.O.r . '' ol s . 43 , 63 . 1,.;lTHONY BAKER, CHRIST CillJRCR 
VICARAGE, ll.'.RNE'l', .HER'IS. 
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f®'.ORIES A.'lD lllG!lLIG!lTS OF 'ffiE O.D.C .C. 

( conti nued) 

by Charl es I/ri ght 

The two main venues fo r our mctiti ngs have been Wood Gr-:-cn and 
Dulwich , and t oo much pISis o cannot be giv en t o Eil een ,m.d Bob Whi t or 
nnd Josie a>'ld Len Packmen, as quite a lot of work gol!s in t o catering 
and making the meet ing a suc cess . The club has been c:orc the. f or 
tunat e in having such a spl endid secretary as ' Uncle Ben' Whi t or, who 
works much hard er for t ho c lub than ho t ell s us . 

The standar d of the r:,cctings, quizz es , games, readi!"-t,"'S ot c. , hss 
remain ed ve ry high ove r the years . The formation of a Library has 
also been very JX>pular , as it is a boon to many, especial ly postal 
meI!lbors , who are out of personal touch. Books are r athe r woro s carce 
DO"lf t han when the clu b wo.s first fonned, and nt tho early oeot ings I 
can remecber Len Packman or Bob Blythe, or both, stoggeri11g in wit h o 
l osd of papers on appro val fro m Bill Mart in, and much bus in ess was done 
in those doys. Some few of us have boon fortunate enough t o pen e tr a te 
Bill }lilrtin' s almost imprccruibl o fo rtre ss and have se en the emnzing 
pil es of papers he has obtaine d fro m fa r and near , not f or gettin g his 
own fin .a collection; :md spcclcing for myself I havo nlways fo,md him 
chee rful and helpful, provided one !mows whllt one ·,an ts &nd doesn 't 
upse t a thousnnd or so books t o spe nd a bob! 

. Some ve:cy f ort unate members rove ~ d the pl ecsur c of meet ing ot..r 
old fri end (if I may so coll hioi) "Frank Richards " , but doacriptions 
of those vi sit s will be found in various C. V. • s . 

One highligh t in the club' s history was th e ftimous j oin t meotiz1g 
of t !lo lll,.don and North ern se cti ons at Hume House , Dulwich . I 
reir.c::ibcr spendi.zig tho next day vi th the l ate Reg Hudson, who was th e ir 
ver; 1,opular chci=n, expl oring the 11ll cys and byways of Limehouse 
nnd l'~:,,ping, a t hi s requ est. I cndo t ho S!l!l!C journ ey wit h Harry 
Dender of Ha.nchest er on one occasion, fi ni shing up in tho Tower of 
London. 

';/e hove our own badge , designc>d and registe red by Bob Whiter, and 
it is used by all brancilos of th ,:, O.B.B. C. 

Over tho course of yee.rs much resenrch York has been dono and much 
new inform.,t ioi. has como t o li Bht : the f i rs t Sexton Blake s t ory; the 
story tho 11.F. for got; the famous Maxwell Scot t Diary ; the discovery 
of artists, authors o.nd edit ors; broadcasts, i n one of which our 
chairmrul Len Pnclanan took part in coopany wi th Mr. ChaJXOOII and r-ir . Down, 
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one time editor ot the 'l!tlgnet • , and J eck Corbett, the Midland brnnch 
chnirunn. 

Publicity hllB been ve ry groa t, wit h art icl es in magozin es and 
newspopers, t ho\18h whe ther thi s foct is good or not is open t o deba t e ; 
in foct, in the oorly dnys i t was rcth er hea tedly deb&ted , some being 
for ::md some ngoinst . 

The only dis appoint n:en t I can r en:ombcr w,.s wha t was supposed t o 
becoo.e the 'Ar.nuo.l Dinner•. A sub-cOUC1itt.ac was :le t up, and nftor 
obc,ut thr oe meetin gs , whan nl l nttllfl81)mcnts had been md e and the hnll 
ac utally hired a t th c ' Friends Mcoting House ' in &ls t on Road, tha whole 
thin;: fo ll t hrough f or l ack of su ppor t; but por h:!ps thi s is a plant 
thll t might bl oom one dcy in t he future. 

I could go on t o t ho !ormtion of th e Sex t on Blaka Circle by Horry 
Homor, being on offshoot of the pnro nt club ; of the opening meeting a t 
th o Cb.-.ring Cross Hotel ; th e c:eetings o t Greenwi ch =<! llulvi ch , olso 
trt Bil l Colc omb' s house ot Southend; th u rcseo rch work done by mocbers, 
::md so on. But I think thi s nrticlo is quite long ono"8h, and I vill 
closo by saying thct t ho !:l01uorfos h>ve, for the most port , been good 
onos. The chops end chc.pess ' s t h.:.t wo hove I.let ove r th e yea rs have 
ell been • jolly good fo ll o>ls •, and th e tim<Js spent a t zaeot in{;'s all over 
t he ploc o ho.vo , indeed, bee n got hc ri ngs of t r.a • Brot herhood of Hnppy 
Hours• - .-.coy, mny happy hours - ond oy oo.rnast wish i s , thct in t he 
years to co:ac we will be ablo t o look back on c:iny oore "Memori es and 
Highli ghts• of t ho O. B. B.C. 

*v**'********'*****'* ..... ****""",t-»********-iiiH*********************ll-........ * 
'11.A!ITED: No. one of Rocke t, Rnngcr (2nd Seri e s ), Chee ?'-Boys-Chocr, 
!hpirc Lib., Magic Cocic, (Tho,u,on's), Bo-Pocp, k8n c t (Good Pri ce 
for this copy if in good condit i on). AIBO WAJITED: No. •s . 3

1 
10, 13 

of Get, jd. se ries to cocpl e t o sot of 48 ; Young Brita ins , No s. 185 
to end of t his series • 
.§,\gl: "Boys Ovn Annucls " 1928 , 1929 , 1930, 7/6 d. ec,ch; "Chompion 
Annuals" 19J8 and 1940 , 3/6 ench plus post~ . "Young Britoill8" !Io's. 
51 to fr! (consoc. and No' s. 103 to 128 (cons oc .) 6d. each post froo. 
"Thomson Annuals " Pro-1939, 3/6 ec ch plus postaee . "Chatterbox" 5/-
occh, post paid. ENQU!RilS TO:- MR. J i.MES R. SWAN, 3, FIFTH AVEhlJE, 
PJJWI!IGTOl!, LO?IDO!l W. 10 . 

llAffrED: "School Friend Annual" years 1920, 1929 and 1930. Your price 
J)8id. LEONARD aCKIWI, 27 .lRCHDAIE ROAD, EAST DULllICH, LONDON S.E,22. 

Y<IIIC DOPLICil'IIG SERVICES, 7 THE Sl!AMllLES, YCl!K, Tel: Y<JUC 25148. 


